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Defending academic and
medical independence in
Turkey

We write on behalf of 207 health
professionals, academics, and re-
searchers, and 25 health and human
rights organisations from many
countries (appendix). We wish to
bring to the attention of The Lancet’s
readers alarming events taking place
in Turkey, where the state has been
waging a campaign of terror and
punishment against thousands of
health professionals and academics.

Following the coup attempt on
July 15, 2016, the Turkish Government
imposed various measures as part
of a temporary state of emergency.
However, these measures have been
extended to undermine civil liber-
ties and democracy. Among other
actions, tens of thousands of public
servants have been dismissed without
explanation or due process.' There have
also been 63 blanket curfews imposed
on towns such as Cizre, Silvan, and Sur,
affecting over 1-8 million people.”

As part of this crackdown, 463 aca-
demics have been dismissed (11 of
them have been recently suspended
from their work, which is often a
precursor to dismissal),> for having
signed a declaration for peace under
the banner of “Academics for Peace”.
Notably, this declaration was made
in January, 2016, several months be-
fore the attempted coup. Many of
the 463 dismissed academics have
been banned from travelling via
the cancellation of their passports.
Among those previously dismissed and
recently suspended are a number of
academic physicians who are all highly
respected doctors with international
reputations. Additionally, many medi-
cal international non-governmental
organisations have been banned from
working in Turkey.

The Turkish Medical Association
has called on all parties to protect the
professional autonomy of health-
care workers to provide health care,
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respect their professional autonomy,
obey liabilities originating from
international legislation, investigate
any violations urgently, and identify
violators.*

The attack by the Turkish state on
academic freedom and freedom of
speech is part of a wider attack on
democracy that has been documented
by Amnesty International.® However,
these developments cannot be viewed
simply as a national problem. They are
also part of a worrying trend towards
authoritarianism in several parts of
the world.

The international academic com-
munity cannot stay silent. We must
react strongly by expressing our dis-
approval to the Government and
universities of Turkey, requesting the
immediate reinstatement and standing
in solidarity with our colleagues and
fellow professionals who have lost their
jobs, as well as insisting that restitution
of civil rights is a prerequisite for the
right to health.
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Preventing stolen
childhood

We read with interest The Lancet
Editorial (June 10, p 2264)* on the
End of Childhood Report 2017 by
Save the Children,> which assesses
major risks threatening children’s
wellbeing. In the report, Greece, which
is experiencing an unprecedented
socioeconomic crisis with profound
detrimental effects on all aspects
of everyday life; was ranked 18th
among 172 countries assessed, while
Denmark was 21st, the UK 23rd, and
Latvia 30th.

A report done on behalf of UNICEF
shows that almost one in two
children in Greece (45%) lived in
material deprivation and 22% lived
in severe material deprivation.* In
Denmark, 8:5% of children were in
material deprivation, whereas 3-7%
were severely deprived. According to
Eurostat,® the highest increase in at-
risk-of-poverty or social exclusion rates
was recorded in Greece (from 28-7% in
2010to 37-8% in 2015), and the largest
decrease was observed in Latvia (from
42-2% 0 31:3%).

The End of Childhood Report uses
seven severe consequences of child
neglect, abuse, and deprivation. For
instance, stunting, which was chosen as
the indicator of child malnourishment,
is rare in developed countries. However,
malnutrition exists in Greece; since
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New Mexico; President, Allende Program in Social
Medicine

Prof. Dr. Dr., Chairman

Coordinator

Full Professor

National President (and Associate Professor of
Hygiene at the Department of Public Health and
Infectious Diseases - Sapienza University of Rome)
Dr and chairwoman of:

co-director

Dr. Mohammad Ali Barzegar,Representative of
People's Health Movement, Iran.
Global coordinator

Associate Professor, Women's & Children's Health,
University of New South Wales

Director

National Coordinator

Medical Doctor

Coordinator MBBS, MD Medicine

Professor in Social Medicine and PHC, Medical
Department, AUTH, Greece

POST-DOCTORAL RESEARCHER, LECTURER AT
POLITICAL ECONOMY OF HEALTH

Researcher Department of Biology &
Biotechnology "Charles Darwin, Sapienza Rome
University

Director

director

CEO PHAA, President WFPHA, Adjunct Professor
University of Canberra Visiting Professor
University of Technology Sydney

organisations

Organization

International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness
medico international e.V.

Organization for Workers' Initiative and
Democratisation

Associazione Culturale Pediatri
People's Health Movement UK

Allende Program in Social Medicine
Association of Democratic Doctors Germany
No Grazie

University of Torino

Italian Society of Migration Medicine
Global Sociual Justice
Health Innovation in Practice

People's Health Movement Iran Chapter
People's Health Movement

University of New South Wales Sydney
STOPAIDS

Canadian Coalition for Global Health Research
Presidio di Salute Solidale

INITIATIVE FOR HEALTH& EQUITY IN SOCIETY

International Association of Health Policy in Europe
(IAHPE)

ARISTOTLE UNIVERSITY OF THESSALONIKI, MEDICAL
SCHOOL

Italian Epidemiological Association
Health Poverty Action
Third World Health Aid

Public Health Health Association of Australia (PHAA)
World Federation of Public Health Associations
(WFPHA)

City
London
Frankfurt / Main

Zagreb

Milano
London

Taos, New Mexico
Maintal

Torino

Rome
Brussels
Geneva

Tehran
Global

Sydney
London
Montreal
Naples
NEW DELHI

Thessaloniki

THESSALONIKI

Rome
London
Brussels

Canberra

Country

United Kingdom
Germany

Croatia

Italia
England

USA
Germany
Italy
Italy

Italy
Belgium
Switzerland

Islamic Republic of Iran

Australia
UK
Canada
Italy
INDIA

Greece

GREECE

Italy
UK
Belgium

Australia
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