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Failed coup attempt strengthens Erdogan’s totalitarian rule 
Constitutional changes & 

Human Rights Violations in Turkey
Kumru Baser, Freelance journalist

Kumru Baser, a distinguished journalist living in London, 
currently working as a freelance journalist, having worked 
as a journalist for the BBC Turkish service for decades. 

In Turkey, the coup attempt of 15th of July 2016 presented a 'god-sent opportunity' for Islamist 
President Erdoğan's AKP to further speed up his project of regime change. In this presentation, 
journalist Kumru Başer will explain the dramatic constitutional changes towards an absolute 
one-man rule, human rights violations of epic proportions, and the level of oppression that rendered 
the opposition  totally ineffective, all happened within just one-and-a-half year under the Emergen-
cy Rule (OHAL).
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